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Basis of the report 
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Priority 
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Box No. 


ni 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 
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Lack of unity of invention 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain documents cited 
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Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. 


vm 
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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 436/s.l (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
FURTHER ACTION 

writtln^ examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 

thP ^nnKf^hi ,nter A na t' on *J Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen PEA has notifed the 

^^^^M^ RU ' e 66 ' 15/S(b) ^ WHtten ° pjnl0nS ° f this '"tomaHoSl ^S|?aSX 

L f MhL°ttT idca S prov i ded ab ? ve ' considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
mont £ appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 

^S^J^x^lS^. 9 m PCTASA/Z2 ° or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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(under Rules 12 3 and 23.1(b)) ,ranslat, ° n furnished for the purposes of international search 



a. type of material 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 
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4. Additional comments: 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/1T2004/000438 



Box No. H Priority " _____ _ 

1 . ED The following document has not been furnished: 

E copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43WS.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43b/s.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43Ws.i and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-7 



2. Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

The following document is referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US 5 937 443 (KAGEYAMA TSUYOSHI) 17 AUGUST 1999 (1999-08-17) 

Closest prior art 

D1 discloses 

a pneumatic device for personal protection, of the kin having at least one sac-like gas-tight 
element connectable through an inlet box to automatically releasing inflating means and 
attaching means co-operating, in working position, with the body of the user so that the 
sac-like element is kept in a position which corresponds to the portion of the body to be 
protected, wherein said sac-like element encloses a variable volume chamber which is 
intended to be filled with a gas introduced therein via said inlet box. 

Problem 

The gas-tight chamber, when inflated, is subjected to a change in its geometric shape. As 
a result of the inflation of e.g. a tubular element, it follows that there is a diminishing of the 
region of the body which is protected and therefore, a general decreasing in the 
effectiveness of the protecting device. 

Solution 

The gas-tight air chamber comprises inside flexible partition members extending 
lengthwise a greater side of the chamber and connected along their edges extending 
lengthwise to two opposite walls of the chamber, whereby said flexible partition members 
divide the chamber into a plurality of compartments arranged one next to another and in 
fluid communication with each other. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONA SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/IT2004/000438 

Inventive Step 

The subject matter of claim 1 is neither disclosed nor rendered obvous by the prior art. 
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